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Ms. Maryann Watson joined the Defense Systems Management College in February 2012 as a 
Professor of Program Management.   She serves as the Associate Dean for Executive, 
International Acquisition & Requirements Management Programs.  Prior to that role, she 
served as Course Manager for the Executive Program Manager’s Course (PMT 402) and as 
Learning Director, managing acquisition curriculum for executive learning and development.  
She is also a certified Executive Coach. 
 
Prior to joining DAU, Ms. Watson served in the Air Force for 28 years, in varied acquisition, 
command and staff roles.  She last served as Director, Human Resources Systems, managing a 
portfolio of IT systems.  As Commander, 84th Combat Sustainment Group, Ogden Air Logistics 
Center, her team sustained 70 command and control, communications, space, and radar 
systems.  She served on the USAF Program Manager Development Team as a career advisor and 
selection board member.  As Director for the Airborne and Maritime Joint Tactical Radio 
System, she kicked off this joint Air Force/Navy program. Other positions included program 
management and chief financial officer roles on Titan Launch Vehicles, Systems Engineering and 
Integration Lead for Space-Based Infrared System, and program manager for tactical datalink 
radios.  She served on staffs of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Affairs, the 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Acquisition), and Air Force Systems Command. 
 
A native of Connecticut, she has a BS in Chemistry from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and an 
MBA from The George Washington University.  She is a graduate of Air War College, Air 
Command and Staff College, and Squadron Officer School residence programs.  A member of 
the Acquisition Corps, she is DAWIA certified in Program Management and Information 
Technology.  She enjoys living in the National Capital Region with her family and high 
maintenance Australian cattle dog. 


